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'ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK Wall Street

vclosed mixed Thursday, with
blue chips fallmg and technol- - ~

- ogy: stocks managing a slight

gain while investors tussled

with their €oncerns about in-

" flation and the overall health

of the'economy:. -

Lower oil prrces that have | ‘
Ahelped drive stock rallies in -

recent days-remained a- bnght

spot, "but “another. drop 1n~_ ‘
‘wasn’t

crude Thursday
enough to offset’investor con-

cerns-about inflation aheadof -

<tech“ Stocks make shght galn

Market Watch

Thursday, Sept 14, 2006 o

- Dow Jones
mdustrlals_ o

;,Standard & o
Poﬂrsm RN

Nasdaq L e
v composne (A

- next week’s'Fedéral Resérve it
_ meetmg Investors grew un-:" -

HeasyT

" pricés rose: larger than ex-
svpected 0.8 percent in August.

al4d percent risein July
il pricesfell even after the

fUmted Statesireported: a drop_ :
.inventories, .'on
'Wednesday A barrel of crude -
fell 75 cents'to settle at $63.22- -

abarrei on < ori-AMer--

ir erude-

- Wednesday The dollar wasup
- against. other: maJor curren-
: fc1es while gold prices. fell.

More ‘ecohomic news came -
from_the Labor. Department,
* which reported that the num- -

- ber of Americans filing claims
-for unemployment - benefits

fell to 308,000 last week, down,
.0.02 percent, and France’s ;
» CAC 40 was off 0.27 percent

by 5,000 from the previous

week. The drop pushed claims.

lay.after the Labor .,
n yrted import

. stake inits advanc_ed mat

m 4‘76 percent ‘late .

“The Commerce Departm ent‘ . ment banks continued'as Bear :

*'said” sales rose.an anémic 0.2 .
_‘percent last month, and al- -
though Wall Street: expected a .-
.decline, some investors worried -

- that consumer Spending.was-
los1ng momentum. The modest- o
increase inretail sales: followed« .

Stearns-Cos: reported better-

than-expected.’ results up

$3 46 at $139.68. .
" General Electric Co-: i
struck a deal to sell a majori

: Hhon The conglomerate said it .
plans to use expected:proceeds . - .
;. of ‘about:$2 billion:to restruc- .-
tureits industrial business: GE : .

was down 6 cents at $34.78.

pressure however after UBS,

' the investment bank; Lowered '
its rating on.GE and Boeing -
.Co. UBS cut its rating on GE to o
: ‘_"‘neutral” from “buy” and re-. -

duced its callon Boeingto’ :
L :duce” from ‘fneutral ” Boemg- o
5 L-:‘.was down $1 31:at'$73. 01" - -

- bered advancers by about 2101
-onthe New York Stock "Ex- -
~change; where prelii Y )
« solidated velime:came’ v
- billion shares, compared w1th,,
‘ 2 68 billion traded Wednesday.
~Qverseas, Japan s Nikkei .
stock average rose 1.22 per-

cent.. Britain’s - FTSE . 100

closed "down 025 percent,
Germany’s DAX index.was up

/Blue chips--came -under..




