August 18, 1999

VIA FACSIMILE

Jonathan D. Feinberg, Assistant Counsel

Office of General Counsel

New York Public Service Commission

3 Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12223-1350

(518) 473-7081

RE:
Northern States Power Co. v. FERC, Eighth Circuit Docket No. 98-3000

Dear Jonathan,

Pursuant to our earlier conversation, the Idaho Public Utilities Commission is interested in joining the amicus parties in opposing the petitions for rehearing in the above referenced case.  I am also providing you with suggested additions to the text of the brief or motion (pages 4, 7, 11, 12, 13). In particular, my suggestions to the motion (page 4) are to clarify that Idaho has not and does not at this time intend to introduce retail competition.  We recognize that other states have introduced competition.

My direct E-mail address is dhowell@puc.state.id.us.  My FAX number is (208) 334-3762.  If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Donald L. Howell, II

Deputy Attorney General

Idaho Public Utilities Commission

PO Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0074

(208)334-0312

Street address:

472 W. Washington

Boise, ID 83702
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