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Comment description: During consideration of
decision meeting Commissioner Smi th made the
view AMR from a future grid perspecti ve.

Consent Agenda i tern number 7 at today I S IPUC
point that participants in this case should

Recently I completed several years experience wi th the Electric Power Research Insti tute
E P R I , t hat r pre s e n t s ap pro x i ma tel y 9 5 0 f the e 1 e c t r i c ut i 1 i t Y i n d u s try i n th e US

including investor owned, municipal and REA utili ties. Commissioner I S Smi th is 100
target. The industry left to its own devices , would simply replace current meter reading
technology wi th AMR technology that replaces current meter reading labor and their
transportation costs wi th equi valent electronic capabili ty. My experience wi th EPRI I
clients , large and small , supports this opinion. The industry is certainly well
intentioned. It takes small but sure steps into the realm of new technology to ascertain
that reliabili ty is maintained and errors are kept to a minimum.
However in the case of AMR, electronic technology that replaces the current meter reading
assets has been proven and in use for several years. Idaho Power has been studying AMR for
at least 10 years and is aware of the broad potential of electronic gateway technology and
its customer empowering capabili ties. Customers will play a cri tical role in the future
grid.

At EPRI , the electrici ty industry sponsored research that help
Technology Roadmap. The Self-Healing Grid is a maj or component
customers become a vi tal element in the Grid by managing their
technologies like AMR.

developed an Electrici 
of the roadmap and all
usage via advanced

In summary, Commissioner Smi th I S admoni tion to address AMR at Idaho Power Company wi th a
view of the future grid is the most appropriate context for this case.
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