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Idaho Rural Council
POBox 118
Bliss, Jdaho 83314
(208) 352-4477 Fax: (208) 352-4645
www.idahonuralcouncil.org

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
P O Box 83720

Boise, Idaho 83720-0074

FAX: (208) 334-3762

Re: IPC-E-03-13
Dear Commissioners;

The Idaho Rural Council would like to make the following comments
concerning Idaho Power’s Proposed Rate Increase, IPC-E-03-13.

The Idaho Public Utilities Commission should require Idaho Power to:
implement measures that reduce the impacts of any rate increase on those
customers who will be most seriously affected by the increase;
immediately begin to implement a progressive, aggressive Demand
Management Program that would minimize demand peaks and improve the
efficiency of Idaho Power’s system; and begin to implement measures that
diversify its energy portfolio.

Many of the measures that would mitigate the effects of a rate increase
would also contribute to an effective Demand Management Program.

1. Mitigate Impacts on Customers Most Affected by Rate Increase

Idaho Power’s Proposed Rate Increase would be devastating o many of its
customers. Low-income and fixed-income families and irrigation customers
would be the hardest hit. Idaho Power should be required to implement
measures that reduce the impacts of any rate increase on these customers.

The Idaho Rural Council supports an increase in funding for
weatherization programs to an annual amount of $1.2 million. We also
support time of a use rate structure and tiered rate structure

with the threshold raised from 800 kw 1000 kw.
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2. Implement a Progressive, Aggressive Demand Management Program

Within Idaho Power’s customer base there exists a large and virtually

~ untapped.conservation and efficiency resource. Idaho Power has done very
little to take advantage of this tremendous resource. An effective
Demand Management Program could reduce the effects on those most
impacted by higher energy prices, reduce the demand spikes, diversify
the energy portfolio and hedge against future energy crises and high
prices.

Aneffective Demand Management Program should consider the unique needs
_ and opportunities of each customer class and use them to fully take
advantage of this resource. A progressive, aggressive Demand Management
Program would utilize this resource to reduce the demand peaks, levelize
demand and improve the efficiency of the Idaho Power system.
that makes customers an active participant and works with customers to
manage demand would utilize this resource and increase ownership in the
system by making them an active participant

There are a variety of measures that could be used in a progressive,
aggressive Demand Management Program. A few examples are time of use
rates, tiered rate structure (based on usage), and cycling (voluntarily
‘turning off power for short periods of time during peak use times in
return for lower rates or some other incentive).

The Idaho Rural Council is strongly opposed to an increase in fixed
charges. Fixed charges discourage conservation. The Idaho Rural Council
supports the use of a true-up mechanism to allow for the recovery of
defnand:management costs.

The Commission should require Idaho Power to immediately begin
implementing a progressive, aggressive Demand Management Program.

An effective Demand Management Program would contribute to the
diversification of Idaho Power’s energy portfolio.

3. Diversify Energy Portfolio

Tdaho Power relies a very limited portfolio of energy sources for its

power needs. This has resulted in unnecessarily high prices, price
 instability and concems about the adequacy of supply during periods of

very high demand. The Commission should require Idaho Power to begin to

implement measures to meaningfully diversify its energy portfolio.
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Idaho Power’s heavy reliance on hydro power results in wild fluctuations
" in the amount of inexpensive electricity available to its customers.

Idaho Power’s remedy for this problem is wholly inadequate - to add gas

fueled power plants when the demand and price for natural gas is high

and continues to escalate.

" The Commission should require Idaho Power Company to include a
significant amount of non-hydro renewable energy in its energy
portfolio. ldaho Power's recent interest in wind power is a small step
in the right direction, but Idaho Power Company needs to do much more to
encourage and acquire non-hydro rencwable energy.

The Demand Management Program described above would also contribute
significantly to a meaningful diversification of Idaho Power Company’s
energy portfolio.

Further, we believe that Idaho Power needs to invest in renewable energy
within Idaho.

Asa regulated monopoly, Idaho Power Company has an obligation to
consider what is in the best interest of its customers. Idaho Power’s
business as usual approach is not in the best interest of its customers.
Idaho Power Company can do a lot to reduce the adverse impact of its
proposed rate increase. It can also reduce future price increases by
implementing a progressive, aggressive Demand Management Plan and
diversifying its energy portfolio. The Commission should require Idaho
Power to do so.

Thank you for considering our comments.

{\wé_n&J,L

Webb
Idaho Rural Council
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E-Mail hayman@magiclink.com

Idaho Public Utilities Commission April 5, 2004
472 West Washington Street
Boise, Idaho 83720

Attention: Paul Kjellander, President, & Commissioners Marsha Smith & Dennis Hansen
RE: Idaho Power rate increase Case # IPC-E-03-13

Comimissioners:

We are adamantly opposed to the rate increases requested by Idaho Power for the following
reasons.

1- Agriculture is being discriminated against as a rate payer in shouldering the largest portion of
rate increase IPC is requesting. Power usage by agriculture is flat, compared to the increase

usage by industry (Micron & others) and new home & commercial construction.

IPC says they need a rate hike to cover increased infrastructure costs. None of these increased cost
are attributed to agriculture. Why must we pay the largest share?

2- Our cost to operate, (fuel, insurance, POWER, fertilizer, chemical etc.) is on the constant
increase and we are unable to pass on those increase costs for our farm products. Crop prices
have been flat for several years.

3- IPC has shown no restraints in their spending. They have learned that PUC will give them all
money they need to pay exorbitant salaries and cover their luxury expenses. I do commend PUC
for uncovering some of the luxury expenses and denying them. How much more have they hidden?
4- Qur electrical cost have DOUBLED in the past 5 years, even though we have installed every
power and water saving device available. Our water usage has gone down and power cost have
continued to climb. In 1998 our power cost was $215,000. In 2003 it had risen to $407,000. We
still farm the same amount of acres.

We Cannot afford any more increases.

Idaho loses largest business, will be the headline when agriculture can no longer operate in Idaho.

When cash flow is tight and income is down, businesses cut cost in order to compete. Look at
Micron. Appleton took no salary when things were tough. HOWEVER, Idaho Powers top
executives continue to take salaries and bonuses in excess of 2 MILLION dollars a year,
knowing they will be able to pass it on the rate payers....especially agriculture.
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By Phil Ec_.mca :
Once upon a .an..EQ.n Was:a
~group of people”who, E-Sbm_ seen
- the abundance of fi 1]
in Idaho, decided to.
resource. They ‘theén’
** Maifi€ to the close'p ximity of thé
" big:moneyed. . people - — " the
: Rockefellers; U:@onﬂ ‘etc.,- to- file
papets: for- incorporation- — - the
ESm to do back then. (Idaho woénn
s now nnm_mﬂn_.nm in Idaho) -
Then they came back: to Epro
© and, upon a. E.oBan to the politi-

_&ians’ that were- in _office: here “of

" cheap o_nnﬁn_Q for th bnOb_n .of
this state, got theni to agree t0 allow
~dams*to be built and " EnvSnm
. installed to mnboa:n cheap. n—ansn_.
- 'ty. They even “promised to net the

" salmon vn_oé En asBm pna :ubm..

S ._.“.W,.‘.con ‘.EnB _% n.:ow :bmﬁopB wna.
~release them there. - -
wv,gapncBnr the ,Eﬁmnoa‘ _5 “this’
" “foreign corporation ‘wete happy t
be receiving .En:. _.u_.oma n.oB Enc
deal, . _
'“The .»mqnnﬁnﬁa noﬁ_bcna mQ. a,
_time, but it ‘wasi’t, long. before’ it
+became. too expensive to keep the .
“promise‘made to the. wnov_n ‘of the
state of Idaho, so the price of &nn.
" tricity began to &2&% -climb. The
“investors in this fofeign no_.bo_.wnon_
were getting greedier, so they sent.
_M..Eo_n ‘men; to the @o_EQmSm again ;-
- and.got more money for the product
. — electricity “ generated by the
. watet, which didn’t belong to the
. no_._uo_.mng cﬁ 8 9@ vnom._n -of .
- Idaho.
o ,:5 raises in Ea wnnn of n_nnn._n.

'the

v_Q wasn’t osocmr o mmﬂm@ the for-:
o ,Qm: no%o_,maoz so-they vnmps sell-

ing the excess ‘electricity to neigh-

. vo:am states and creating fake short-,

ages so they could get the vo__ﬂnsbm

HO give them an increase in ratés.

What did the vnov_n of Idaho ao

: s&g the state gave otir water to the

Zabn corporation? Nothing. -

' What did they do when the n._nn., K
; BQQ rates began to- soar? Nothing.

. What did they do when the fish

‘began, ?_Em _% mﬁ Eo amBmv_..
“Nothing. - !

- When EQ mocba o:H Eﬁ the

M.,H_,mro:mmn of n_anEQQ QEBm €Q.o a
“sham? ZoEEm

- What ¢an we do’ m_uozn En nmEm

. rates nx. @oﬂﬂ.v mo_uo and pray that
Utilities. *
noBBam_o: E.m a:o:m: Eﬂnmnba.,v

Em&o Public”

" Editorial assistant Ineke Neumeyer 465-8115 om.mw@_mm:%mmwuwne .

. Public' Utilities OcBB%_o

M Phil _soaoa is m am_%a of om_%m ..

- fortitude . to turn’ aoﬂﬂ aﬂm a:n

increase and to. tell the Zoﬂ %o_.w.

" corporation that nnocmr is énongh,
- that their investors:are making a suf
ficient refurn on their ‘investment
‘now, and. it- is; nB?EQ -stopped
-squeezing the: E»ro Bﬂn . payers for

more money.’ '
- We have already:; given 9@8 our
Bo& precious .resource — our

- water. Where will thé mana end?

It is: the: -responsibility om the
' pro-
tect the citizens from Bobovornm

"We are unable-to ‘get :power. m.oB.
«+ any other. company, so we ‘expect

the ?E_n GEE% oQEE%En 8 ,
?.oﬁnﬂcm T »
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April 29, 2004

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
Commission Secretary

P.O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0074

Re: Case # IPC-E-03-13

Dear IPUC members,

I, along with hundreds of other Idaho irrigators, am concerned with Idaho Power's
proposal to increase irrigation power rates by 15-25%. | believe it is unfair to levy this cost
to existing irrigation customers at a higher rate than for residential, large commercial and
industrial users. There has been flat growth for irrigator power use and hook-ups while
other types of users have had higher growth rates and increased hook-ups. |believe that
new users who create the need for more power should pay their fair share of the bill.

To pass a general rate increase for irrigators of the magnitude and in the manner sought
will be an unfair and unbalanced solution to Idaho Power's desire to add to their
profitability. The irrigated crop growing industry in eastern Idaho is hardly in any
economic condition to be able to pay for added power costs levied and passed in this
manner. Profitability of our irrigated farming operations is not the issue, but rather a fight
for economic survival and minimization of losses.

Thank you for considering my comments and concern.

Sincerely,

ot Turdn_

Albert T. Wada

President and CEO, Wada Farms Inc.
326 S. 1400 West

Pingree, Idaho 83262

208-681-9232
albertw@wadafarms.com

326 S. 1400 W. » Pingree, ldaho 83262 e Phone (208) 684-9801
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GOODING COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RECEIVED Xl
P O BOX 417 F
GOODING, IDAHO 83330

Thomas O. Bingham Dist | 934-4022 Helen P. Edwards, Glerk d34lada1
Carolyn Elexpuru  Dist Il 934-8355 UTILITIESXC Ob1#H665 0N
Rob Sauer Dist 1ll 536-2141
April 28, 2004

ldaho Public Utilities Commission
P O Box 83720
Boise ID 83720-0074

Re: Idaho Power
Proposed Power Rate Increase

To Whom It May Concern:

As Commissioners of Gooding County ID we are concerned about the proposed rate increases of 15%

by Idaho Power. As you may be aware we are primarily an agricultural community, an increase of this magnitude
will eliminate many farmers who are already in marginal financial situations. We have no control over oil
products, equipment costs, fertilizer and parts — the only part of production that state could help us with is our
cost of electricity.

If this increase goes into effect, we are sure would lose at least 10% of our irrigated acres, this would cause
approximately 11,000 acres to become dry grazing instead of irrigated ag. This would have an impact on our
schools, roads and other entities depending on tax revenues.

The state’s growth has happened primarily in Ada, Canyon, Kootenai and Twin Falls Counties. We feel that it is
unfair to ask agriculture to pick up the tab for this growth.

Agriculture is the backbone of our small rural communities — without agriculture we will not be able to survive.

Thank you for your time to consider our side of the issue.

Respecitfully,
Y
.'/

o '/ - "7’4’./ AN y
% N kﬂu L] 7 : =7 7 i ,f"/ ,:"L—-
Rob Sauer Carolyn Eleéxpuru - Thomas O. Bingh
Chairman Commissioner Commissioner
/hpe
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| want to protest the Idaho Power requested 25% increase for
irrigation. | know many of my neighbors feel the same way as myself.
| sold most of my property in 2000 but, | still have 45 acres, which
has a small pivot that irrigates 35 to 36 acres. Idaho Power put a
meter on it that tells time and date when you run the pump. | went on
their program in 2002 to run from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. the next day
but, | couldn't keep my 35 to 36 acres of pasture wet enough to keep
it producing grass. In 2003 | irrigated it when it needed it. My cost for
that year was $3,141.92 or approximately $87.27 per acre. To add
another 25% to that would be approximately $785.48 for a total of
$3927.74 or $109.09 per acre. In 2002 my irrigation cost was
$3008.89.

A little history, in 1974 my father and | developed approximately
340 acres. We put in a well and paid Idaho Power for the
construction of the power lines to get electricity to that well. | put a
home on the property and paid for the constuction of the power lines
to it also. Now Idaho Power is wanting us to pay a large increase to
pay for the construction costs for all the construction that they have
done in the recent years. It seems to me they should make their
newer add-ons pay for their own. We should not have to pay for their
management mistakes they made in the Enron Era.

Truly,

Jerry Strickland

send to: www.puc.state.id.us

Yankl comments & quéstions
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Members of
Associated Food Stores, Inc.

Rick D. Farnsworth
Owner, President

UTHITIES COMMISSION

Aberdeen, |D 83210 » Phone: (208) 397-4186 * Fax: (208) 397-4712
American Falls, ID 83211 ¢ Phone: (208) 226-2501 ¢ Fax: (208) 226-7958
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Jean Jewell

From: Front

Sent: Monday, May 03, 2004 8:01 AM
To: Jean Jewell

Subject: FW: Complaint acknowledgement

————— Original Message-----

From: Ed Howell

Sent: Monday, May 03, 2004 8:53 AM

To: Front; Beverly Barker; Ed Howell; Tonya Clark
Subject: Complaint acknowledgement

WWW Form Submission:

Monday, May 03, 2004
7:53:18 AM

Name: Mike Jensen

Street Address: 358 S. 1000 W.

City: Blackfoot

State: Idaho

ZIP: 83221

Home Telephone: 684-4121

Work Telephone:

E-Mail:

Home Business: Both

Business Name:

Business Street Address:

Business Phone:

Complaint Company: Idaho Power

Local Provider:

Contacted utility: No

Complaint_description: I am writing to object to Idaho Power's request for rate increases.
They are stating the reason they need rate increases is to fund the infrastructure they
have needed to develop for their growing customer base. When I built a new home in 1996, I
had a heavy Idaho Power bill because a new power pole and line had to be added to their
system. As a home owner, I paid the cost of extending their line. I believe Idaho Power
has been recovering their costs of developing infrastructure for home owners and business
as those services have been built. In addition, with so many new customers using Idaho
Power's services, they are certainly gaining more gross revenue from these new customers.
I don't believe their request for higher rates is justified. Thanks for your
consideration.

Mike Jensen

Transaction ID: 53753.18

Referred by: http://www.puc.state.id.us/scripts/polyform.dll/cons
User Address: 67.129.133.130

User Hostname: 67.129.133.130
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Black Mesa Farms, LLC. PUBLIC
PO Box 82 iU HU %?S COMMISSION
Glenns Ferry, ID 83623

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0074

Attention: Idaho Power Rate Case E-03-13

Dear Idaho Public Utilities Commission,

I am writing regarding the proposed rate increase for irrigators. Black Mesa Farms is a
farming partnership in the Glenns Ferry area that supports two families and contributes
1.5 million dollars to the local economy each year for supplies and services.

If power costs are raised 25%, this farm will be out of business in 2005. The crops are
already planted for 2004. We otherwise would have shut down this year if the rate
increase is approved.

In the 1960°s and 1970’s, Idaho Power campaigned to get farmers to pump water from
the Snake River to the lands 300-600 feet above the river. Our farm is located on one of
those high lift projects. Now, Idaho Power wants to price us out of business.

This is simply not good for the Idaho economy and not good for farmers who are
struggling with cost increases for other crop inputs.

I urge you the save Idaho agriculture by refusing to increase irrigation power rates. Let
those demanding more power pay for the expensive increased supply which is needed.

dow § Byt

Don J. Bryant
Black Mesa Farms

Smcerely,



RECEIVED
TiLED '
April 27,2004 2004 APR 30 PM.3:53
Idaho Public Utilities Commission (U PUBLIC
PO Box 83720 Ei_ TlES COMMISSION

Boise, Idaho 83720

The dramatic rate increase proposed by the Idaho Power Company could be disastrous to
Idaho farmers. You are probably aware of the very precarious financial position of the Idaho
agricultural economy. Profit margins in agriculture are often slim or nonexistent. You must
pursue options to protect this vital sector of the economy from financial ruin.

Thank you for your consideration.

24/

Reid S. Stewart
Stewart Ranch
Malta, Idaho 83342
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THE AMALGAMATED SUGAR COMIPANY LLC

3184 ELDER STREET » BOISE, ID 83705
PHONE: (208) 383-6500 * FAX: (208) 383-6688

April 30, 2004

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
PO Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720-0074

Subject: Idaho Power Rate Increase Impact on Agriculture
Case #IPC-E-03-13

Dear Commissioners,

Generally speaking, the Idaho Power rate increase proposal has been considered
primarily from the perspective of how it would affect homeowners, especially in the state’s

cities. But urban and rural Idaho still rely on each other, and what happens to one, affects the
other.

The proposed rate hike will have a negataive effect on businesses and industry located in
major cities. Much of that industry involves food processing, whose raw material is now
sourced from Idaho farms. Cities are where people go to buy cars, appliances, obtain medical
care and other services that are not largely available in rural areas.

If Idaho Power is allowed to raise irrigation rates by 25 percent, as it wishes, that will
spell the end of a large part of Idaho’s economy. Our grower/owners have approximately
500,000 acres statewide which rely on Idaho Power electricity for water to grow various crops,
including sugarbeets. Hard hit will be southern Idaho where affordable electricity is essential to
sustain sugarbeet production. For example, the Bell Rapids Irrigation Company, a farmer-owned
business located near Buhl, uses 62 million kilowatts to vertically pump water 550 feet out of the
Snake River. Approximately 18,500 acres of farmland rely on this water, and these acres
produce nearly $12 million in crops. A 25 percent rate hike would put Bell Rapids out of
business wiping out all sugarbeet production tied to it. Similarly, other numerous irrigation
projects developed across southern Idaho would suffer the same fate.

Since the year 2000, electricity has almost doubled in cost. Fertilizer, gasoline and diesel
have also escalated. Prices for sugar remain at low levels, and prices for other commodities have
also been at or near, historical lows in recent years. Farmers do not have a mechanism in place to
pass along their increased production costs to the consumer, as does Idaho Power and other
commercial entities. If a farmer’s costs become more than what he receives for his products, his
only choice is to go out of business or drastically scale back his farming operations. This surely
will happen to many farmers should any proposed power rate increase become a reality. This
will have a serious economic impact on Amalgamated Sugar Company’s processing plants in
Nampa, Twin Falls, and Paul, Idaho, as well as Nyssa, Oregon, adversely affecting its 1,200
grower/owners and over 2,000 employees.

Page 1



Idaho Power claims an increase in rates is necessary to pay for power plants needed to

keep up with growth. The real injustice of the rate hikes is that irrigators are not the cause of the
increasing demand for electricity.

Raising irrigation rates 25 percent will damage the economy and seriously impact

livelihoods throughout our state. Quoting from an Idaho Power publication from the mid
1960’s:

“It remains for the people of Idaho and the nation to do everything
possible to encourage men of vision who will continue the expansion of irrigation
pumping and help create the climate of economic factors which justify expansion
of reclamation onto the more marginal lands by individual enterprise.”

With this vision, Idaho Power used incentives such as attractive power rates and a no cost
electrical infrastructure to encourage the private development of the desert with sprinkler
irrigation into productive farm grounds generating tremendous positive impact on the economy
of the State of Idaho. These same positive dynamics are still in effect today.

The resulting farming operations that have grown from hundreds of thousands of
reclaimed acres require machinery, equipment, housing, and labor. Businesses have been started
and/or expanded in rural communities, and these communities have been strengthened and
stabilized. Processing plants, such as those operated by The Amalgamated Sugar Company and
others, have been supplied the raw agricultural commodities to support their operations,
sustaining and creating opportunities for employment and business investment. The tax base
associated with sprinkler irrigated agriculture has been broadened with increased land values and

improvements, crop incomes, working wages, processing facilities, and supporting industries
and businesses.

Additionally, for agriculture to remain competitive with today’s global market
influences, changes had to be initiated in operations to achieve efficiency of scale benefits, to
assure adequate labor in a tightening market, and conserve water usage through more efficient
application methods. Sprinkler irrigation supports all of those goals.

From Idaho Power’s vision of 40 years ago, huge benefits have been derived in all areas
(economic stability and strength, tax base, etc.) as a result of the development of sprinkler acres.
Unfortunately, with the power rate proposals now being considered from both Idaho Power and
the PUC staff, the viability of many of those sprinkler irrigated acres is being severely

challenged. Testimony presented by irrigators at the PUC hearings clearly stated the
ramifications of rate increases at the proposed levels.

How real is the threat to agriculture? Even at today’s rate, in combination with the
current power cost adjustment (PCA), acres are being idled through portions of the rotation cycle

because certain crops do not support costs of production which include substantial per acre
power costs. The threat is very real.

Page 2



Are we prepared for the consequences to Idaho’s overall agricultural economic base from
an implosion of all that has been realized over the last 40+ years from the development of
Idaho’s desert into irrigated and productive farm ground; a development that was encouraged
and supported by Idaho Power? Even if there is a perceived inequity in the cost of providing
electrical service to Idaho’s pump irrigated agriculture, do we really believe that we can afford
the costs associated with parity not only to individual growers, but to the overall economy?

Clearly there are more questions than answers. We are requesting a delay in the power
rate increase for Idaho’s pumpers until a complete and thorough review of rate increase
consequences upon Idaho’s agricultural community, and in turn, on the state and its citizens, can

be more accurately determined. Idaho needs the stability that comes from a strong agricultural
economic base.

Again, the crux of Idaho Power’s argument for a rate increase is that they have made
investments for growth which are not recoverable in the current rate structure. The proposal to
recoup those costs involves a shift in the rate structure to require significantly greater
participation of the agricultural community in supporting that growth. As previously stated, the

disproportionate rate increase for agriculture is not economically viable in today’s farm
commodity markets.

Supporting growth in the cities using only the present rate methodology will destroy the
economy of rural Idaho. Other methods of supporting new growth must be found.

Mr. Terry L. Ketterling

Chairman
Snake River Sugar Company

Mr. Ralph C. Burton

President & Chief Executive Officer
The Amalgamated Sugar Company LLC
(208) 383-6500

Page 3
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SNAKXE RIVER .

g*“‘fﬁy‘fﬁ ITDATO POVWER COMPANY
wWhoe e '

by ' pOX 70 BO15E, IbaAKO 8372

HYDRO RPOWER : .

Pebruary 7, 1875

South Blmorao Irrigacioa Co
Mountain Hema, Idaho

Gentlemen;

Idaho Power Company and Stockholders of South Elmore Trxigation
Company, along with purchasers of arock, have been discusaing the possi-
bility of providing dlectric service to 14,825 horsepower of pump motors

for the 1975 irrigation Beason far lands formerly referrad to as “Flying H
Project," .- .

It is our dndetstanding that Stockholders deaire water pumped
froo’ electric pumps in 1975 to ixrigate existing lands formerly irrigated
by water pumped Erom natural gas engines, which have since hegn removed,

Idaho lower Company's estimated invesbment in 1975 to serve the
full requirements of South Elmore Irrigation Company ig $298,642, uf which

$94,500 is the nonsalvable cost of installing and rewoving the extensian
and ‘facilities to serve this project.

The Company. has not been able to offer line extension and up and
down agreemeants to Stockhelders and purchagera of atock becausec of incomplers
and inadequate data supplied to the Company.

It iz Compapny's underatanding that all Stoekholders and purchasers

of stock of South Elmore Irrigation Cowmpany may not participate In the 1975

development, and thaeis:ackholdera having commirred themselves to the 1975
oparation by alectrie

. pump motors have roquested the Company start con~
struction of the substaction and terminal facilities prior to execution af
all of the agreements with all of the Stockholders and purchasers of stock,
and have further requestcd that the Stackholders be permitted to deposit
$126,000 with the Company, which iz che eatimnted amount of the nonsalvable
coat plus the Company*s annual coscs of facilities that may mot ba used and

uszefol to serve such Ytockholders who are comuitted to the electxic aperarion
during the 1975 season.

The $126,000 depogit is comprised of $94,500 up and dewn (nonsglvahble
costa of instnlling and removing facilities) of which $9,500 {2 naot subjachk
to refond by virtue af boing the differonce herween overhead and undexground
¥acilities for a portion of the line extension Téquested by che Btockholders,
The remaining $31,500 is the estimated aunnual ¢oRtd to the Company of the
facilitios which will be fnatalled and nay aat be used or useful to the Stock-
holders for a ore year period, bul would be required 1f &ll Stockholders and
purchasars of stock of South Elmare Irrigation Conpany cxecute agresments
acceptable to tha Company for the 1975 season's operation,



South Elwore frrigation Go

The Compaay agrees to acce
constructian of the substation and line torminal facilicvims,

In the eveat all Stockholders
Elmore Irrigation Lompany da not execute

-2-

Pt the $126,000 deposit

and gommence

with rthe under~
South Elmore

ny for the 1975
overhead/under-

and purchasprs of stock of South
all sagreements aceeptable to tha

February 7, 1975

Company, that portion of said deposit not covered by agreements exesuted for

the 1975 geasan’'s opixation will be determi
the balance, if any, of said deposir provid

will be refunded to $outh Elmoxe Irrigation Company,
, .

ane copy of this letter for our flles,

J¥c:hb

The ahove letter agreement

req&tand agreeg,ta this
2% day of M# 1975,

SOUTH ELMORE IRRYX :

Very truly yours,

/é’- . & Coverngr——
R J U'Connarx
Senior Vice Yregidant,

ned and retainca by Company and
ed for under executed agreemonts



ELECTRYC SERVICE OPERATING AGREEMENT
IDAHO POWER COMPANY

s5ouTH ELMORE 'TRRIGATION CO.
197s Development

N N
0.1 THIS AGREEMENT, Made on this [;; day of _A'Qm[ ’

1975, by and betwe¢n IDAHO POWER COMPANY, hereinaf;er refarred to
as “"Company,* and SOUTH ELMORE IRRIGATION CO., a corparation
organized and, existing under the laws ©f the State of Idaho, and
having its p!’incipail Place of businessa in Boise, Idaho, herein-

after referred to as "Customer“;

WITNBSSE?H:
0.2 WHEREAS, ths Custamer has entgred intg QOperating Agree-
ments with certain Stockhélde;s fox the operation, maintenance andg
management of an iryvigation System constructed by the South Blmore
Irrigation COrunderfﬁhat certain Tenancy in Common Agreement,

dated ____ /<~ //’ec,]/ « 19_2$ for the purpose of delivery

af water €from the Snake River to the lands of the Stockholdera:;

and
0.3 Whereas, the Stockholders in said South Elmore Irrigation co,
are Slgo customexs undex certain agreements entitled “Irrigation

Facilities ang Power: Supply, South Elmore Irrigation o, Area," with

-, - N —and other dares:
the Company, dated the._g 5 day of f%pc,[ ¢ 19 and

0.4 WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Parties that the
Customer shall Perxform all the obliqgations Necessary with res-

pect to pxgﬁiding electric lines ang facilities and the supply
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Of power and enerqgy for operation of the irrigation facilities
and to allocate arnd Propartion the cost pf guch elactric lines,
faeilitxes. power and energy te the Stockholders of customer
Pursuant to agreement between the Stockholdexs and Ydaho Power
- Company.

NCw, THEREOFRB. in consideration of the premises and the
mutual henefits ftam the cOVenants hereinaftexr set forth, the
parties hereby agree as follows:

1. Attached hereto and made a Part hereof are Bxhibitas a

and B. Exhibit A, entitlad "Tenancy in Common Agreement, " ig

an agreement executed and signed by all of the Stockholders
describing the combined objective nf the South Elmore Irriga-

- tion co sStockholder:z ang the individual Proportionate obligation
of mach individual Btockhiolder. Exhibit B, entitled "aArticles

of Inecarporation* 9f South Elmore Irrigation Co, provides for

the operation of the irrjigation System congtructed by the South
Elmore Irrigation co for the étockholders, with each Stockholder
'ag:eeing to comply with all rules ana requlations of the tdQrpora~-
tion relating to the delivery of water and assessment and payment
of charges for operating and maintaining the aystem.

2, Attached hereto and made 8 pArt hereof is Exhibit C,

- entitled “"Agreement for Irrigation Facilities and Power Supply,
South Elmore Irrigation Co. Area." A copy of this Agreement has been

€Xecuted by each of the Stockholders and provides that each
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Stockﬁolae: will pay his proportionate Part of the electric

lines, facilities, power and energy required for the operation
of the electric motor driven pumps for irrigation of the South
Elmore Irrxgatxnn CO land,

3. Customer agrees to purchase, receive and pay for, ané
Company agrees to Supply electric service regquired hy Customexr
for Customex's irrigition operations at o near Mountain Home
in Elmare CGunty, Stite of Idaho, up to the amount of horsepower
herein set Earth or as may be subgtantially agxeed to between
the parties by letter agreement whiech shall comprize an exhibit
to this agreement, in the form of threeo-phase, alternating
cirrent. at approximately 60 cyc¢les per second and 480 and 2,300
volts, in acenrdance with and subject to the Company*s standard
Rates, Rules and Regulations as naw or hereafter in effect and
on file with tha Publie Utilities Commission of Idaho, and at
the rates herelnafter provided for. all Payments for sexrvice
shall be made at the Company's office at Mountain Home, Idaho.
4. (a) ALl electric power and energy, up to 14,515 horsew
power, shall be supplied and billed in accordance with the
é;mpany's Irrigation alm:'l-Soil Drainage Pumping Service Sehedule

No 24, attached hereto and made a Part hereog.

(b) Points of delivery under this Agrecment ta he

metered and hilleq separately are as follows;



Horsepower - Yaltage

8,000 2300
" 2,400 2300
850 aso
600 480
425 48O
750 . 480
600 480
40 430

60 . 4d0
400 . 480
100 480
40 " 4g0
100 480

- 150 © aap
300 . 480

14,515 Horsepower - Total

IQ

L,
e e e aits o 3 &

Sec

RN EEEE

5
5

:

NWSE

cation -~ B m

Sec
.28
17
13
13
14
15
15
1o
3
11
14
]
20
17

L7

IWp  Rge
58  7E
55 g
58 6g

. 88 6E
53 6E
ss GE
55 6B
55  ¢e
58 68
55 ep
55  6E
55  ér
55  7E
s m
55 7E



" 5.

In the event Cus tiomer tdesivres,. subsequent tg commencament of
Service at the above-mentioned points of delivery, to move the
location aox changé the aize of a pump installatiaon, Customer
ahall pay any costa incurred bhy Company for such change,

() The minimum monthly charge shall be the Demand Charge
for the current month's maximum demand, but not less than $9.60
for ;ach delivery bcint for any month that fervice is connected.

(d) The customer's minimum annual charge shall ke the
higher of the foll#wing:

(i) An amount Sufficient to make thé total charges
for serviee under this Agreement for the twelve-month
rering ending February 28 of each Yeaxr, equal to §15.00
times the horsepawer ghown in Paragraph 4(h).

(i1) Aniamount sufficient to make the charge for gser-
vice under &his Agreement for the twelve ~month period,
enainq Pebruary 28 of each Year, equal to §10.00 pey
horsepower }at any one point of delivery shown in .
Paragraph 4ib).

The minimum charges set Yorth aboave shal) appPly during the term
of thia Agreement. and any fenewals or extensions thereof, and
‘shall %e payable hy :the Customeyr's Successors or assigns.

It is understaod ang agreed between the partxes thats

(=) customer shall P2y in advance, unless otherwiae
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matually agreed in writing, the estimated §eason billing which
will be subject to-adjustmant ad tha end of the S¢ason based on
the act;al Swason’'s billing, Power and enexgy required will be
measured_and billed by meters at each point of use and such uge
and billing will be for the Operation of All facilities ta supply
water for Customer.

(b) Customer shall Pay the season's estimated use or
annual minimum, whichever ig the larger, in advance each season,
anqd Company will not be ¥equired to energigze facilitiea for oper-
ation of pumps uwntil the total eatimated season'a billings have
been received from Gustoner, failura to paf thia advance payment
each season shall bhe congidered as termination ar abandonment of
. the Agreement,

6. It is further mutuslly understoed and agreéd in consider-
atian of factora related to the conattuction of this extenaxon'
and tacilities and the uzae of electric service therefrom, that

the Cuatomer wil} advance in cagh to the Company the gum of
.$94,500, which amount representa the neat coat (nonsalvable part
of the total cost) of installing and removing the lines and
facilities required hereunder. Aftey five (5) consecutive full
years-né.service undex the hqreement, Company shall refund to
‘{Cugtomer twenty percent (30%) of the saiq cash advance each

full vear thereafter until all of the cash advance is refunded.



Said sum, or the reduced amount, shall be retained by the Company

in the event of teﬁmination of service by Customer or abandonment

of operations. In lieu of the cash advance speci fieq ahave, Custmer
May provide a guarantee acceptable ta the Company from the indji-—

vidual Stockholders,

_herxeto as Exhibit D, which guarantees in total wil} Provide for
the payment of the total cash advange of $94,500 in the event of

texrmination of Rumping operations.

7. During the term of this Agreement anpd any renewals and
exXtensions thereof, the Cuetomer agrees to and will purchase from

‘the Company all electric pawer and enexgy Yequired for itg oper-—

ations at the above |location, Such pawer and eEnergy, up to the

amount hereinabove set forth, to he Supplied and paid for at the
rate set forth ip p&ragraph 4(a) above, it being undergtoaa and
agreed that when the Customer's demand exceeds such amount, it

is the i{ntention of the parties that new and Buperseding yates

will bs agreeqd UpPon,’ applicable to the Customer's laoad ang sex-
vice as then required. 1t i understood that the alectric sey~
vice supplied under this Agreement, and the ratea set farth or

Provided herein, are, gubject to the regulatory authority, juria-~

. diction, ang controi of the Public Utilitiaes Commission of Idaho,

8. Tt ix understood ang 3greed that the initial date of

delive;y of power and energy under this Agreement is subject to
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the Company's ability to ohtain requiied labor, materials, equip-
ment, satisfactary.righta of way and comply with government,
regulations.

9. The term of this Agresment shall extend from Maxch 1,

1975 and fcr ten (l10) vears aubSequent to February 2a, 1a97s,
andtgpch term shall be automatically renewed and extended for

» an additional peridd of five (5) years, and from veay to year
thereattar, unless ‘and untjl either party shaxll notxfy the other
party in writing not less than twelve (12) months Prior to any
Such expiration date of its intentiean to terminate this Agreement.
This Agraement termnnatem and. supersedes Irrigation Plectric

:Serv;ce Agreaments Ppetween Billy Rrio Farms, dated Novembey 13,

1373, pilly Rio_Farms, dated quly 3, 1974, and Gem Mountsin

Farms, Inc, dated May 28, 1970.

zh {/’W . 7
Executed thia A day of AILLbJI P 1975-

sSouUTH ELMORE IRRIGATION co.

Attest)
Witness

IDAHO POWER CoMPANY

Ry ﬁfiﬂ J2 il 2
Its Vike Presidene

. Attest) ' f .
'Witnes &) -Z?;, : é 4;&5?{,.( _
. .'n .‘."' t a
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Jean Jewell

From: Tonya Clark

Sent:  Monday, May 03, 2004 7:45 AM
To: Jean Jewell

Subject: FW: idaho power rate hike

From: LHigley97@aol.com [mailto:LHigley97@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 9:23 PM

To: Lou Ann Westerfield

Cc: Lynn Anderson; Tonya Clark; Gene Fadness
Subject: idaho power rate hike

It seems like every other year Idaho Power complains about how much they are not getting for their power. |
looked back on 3 different years billings and noted that in one year they had a customer charge per line of $4.43.
Another year, they increased the price over a certain number of kWh's. Now the surchage per line is at $2.51. |
remember in the not too distant past that [daho Power had the cheapest rate on power in the Nation due to hydro

electric power generating. Now, | guess they have built gas fired plants and with natural gas at a high, they are
probably feeling a pinch.

I would like to be able to tell my social security people that | can not make it on what | am getting and would they
please give me a 20% increase. | think you would hear the laughter all the way from Washington to Boise. | think
that what Idaho Power needs most is a change of management with those at the top looking for ways to cut
power costs not increase them whenever possible. I'm sure all the executives with idaho Power stock don't want
to come in short on the earnings and have that stock lose a lot of its base.

Anyway, | hope that the commission had the forethought and wisdom to realize that if this huge increase is
granted, it will never be reversed in the future but will need an additional increase in a few more years.

I have electric heat and in the winter my bill is close to 200 per month unless | turn off all the bedrooms and leave
the rest of the thermostats at 60 degrees. 20% on that is $40. That's quite a budget breaker if you are on a fixed
budget and have little money you don't have several places to put it.

I'm hoping that the people who are coming up with the wind power units that can be purchased for individual
homes get it right soon and put it on the market.

Anyway, I'd just like to say that when you make your decision, think about all the people on fixed incomes or out
of work with no incomes who have a hard time paying the bill as it now stands and give Idaho Power a chance to
see how much "pork” they can find to cut out of their operation.

I do also find it interesting when they say they have been making these huge improvements for years and years
and now need to get more money to help finance them. What kind of improvements are they able to make
without the money to make them in the first place and now that they have them, why do they have to recoup the
money they paid for them? (Which | am assuming came from past and present customers.)

Thanks for your time and thought in this matter.

Lucille Higley
Inkom., ldaho 83245

5/3/2004
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Jean Jewell
From: secretary
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 9:31 PM
To: Barb Barrows; Ed Howell; Janet Bahora; Jean Jewell
Subject: FW: Idaho Power's proposed rate increase
> __________
>From: bob wagenknecht [SMTP:ALFERDEPACKER@HOTMAIL.COM]
>Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 9:30:23 PM
>To: secretary
>Subject: Idaho Power's proposed rate increase
>Auto forwarded by a Rule
>

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
Post Office Box 83720
Boise, Idaho 83720-0074

Commission:

Please accept the following comments regarding Idaho Power Company's
proposed rate increase.

I don't have the insert from my Idaho Power bill of several months ago in

front of me, so I can't recall the exact amounts of the proposed rate

increases or their percentages, but they seemed to me to be guite excessive.
To say the least.

I'm puzzled by one of the main rationalizations they used in that flyer for
their rate increase proposal. As I recall, IPC claims that they "need" a
rate increase because energy use and demand have increased, and they've had
to spend a lot on added infrastructure to serve all their new customers! I
don't think very many businesses would cry such crocodile tears if they were
in that position.

Question: Why should I have to help foot the bill for their capital
improvement projects? I won't reap any of the benefits. I'm not a IPC
stockholder. And according to conventional economic theory, aren't unit
costs supposed to DECREASE as volume increases? Or is the much ballyhooed

"economies of scale" a myth? Or is this just an attempt to grab a quick and
easy windfall?

I'm sure I'm not the first or only one to suggest that rather than lower the
per KWH rate the more electricity one uses, that they reverse the rate
schedule so one is rewarded for conservation, rather than over-consumption.

In my own case, I've averaged using less than 20 KWH/day, year 'round, no
matter what the season (it's actually more like 17 or 18). Among other
things, I turn lights off when they aren't being used, and I've changed to
compact fluorescent bulbs. I heat my house with wood, and I have baseboard
electric backup, which is turned off at the panel, and has never, ever once
been turned on in the 14 winters I've lived in that house. If I'm away from
home for more than about 24 hours, I throw the breaker for my hot water
heater. I know I could save more if I got a newer, more energy efficient
hot water heater and other appliances, but frankly, I can't afford to. so I
guess I'm damned if I do, and damned if I don't. Rewarding energy
inefficiency and excess consumption, and conversely penalizing efficiency
and conservation, is both unfair and irrational.

I seem to recall that Idaho Power is asking for an almost four-fold
increase, from $2.51/month to $10.00, just to come by once an month and read
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my meter. That's outrageous. 1It's obscene. Hell, I'll read the damn thing
for them for free, if they'll pay for a postcard to mail the reading in to
them. Or better yet, let me e-mail it in for free. And they'd be more than
welcome anytime to come on my property to check and make sure I'm not trying
to rip them off (which they seem to be trying to do to me and the rest of
their customers). As I said above, this proposal is absurd. Spell that
"G-R-E-E-D-Y". (Which seems to be an affliction acquired by all too many
American industries and corporations in the past couple dozen years.)

I spent the year of 1958 in La Paz, Bolivia. Bolivia is a third-world
county. It was, and probably still is, one of the poorest countries in the
western hemisphere. The rainy season in La Paz is characterized by severe,
extremely intense rainstorms, which trigger many large landslides. 1In spite
of that, my recollection, after all these years, is that the power supply in
La Paz almost fifty years ago wasn't significantly less reliable than Idaho
Power's service to the Lemhi valley is today.

Idaho Power's rate increase proposal seems to me to be the antithesis of our
capitalistic system, where one rewards the provider for good service.
Instead it appears to be something out of a third-world country, where one
must pay a bribe in the often futile hope of getting decent service.

I urge you to deny IPC's requested rate increases. They're outrageous,
unreasonable and undeserverd.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Wagenknecht
Post Office Box 104
Leadore, Idaho 83464
(208)768-2337

Watch LIVE baseball games on your computer with MLB.TV, included with MSN
Premium!

http://join.msn.com/?page=features/mib&pgmarket=en-us/go/onm00200439%ave/direct/01/
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Jean Jewell

From: secretary

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:46 PM

To: Barb Barrows; Ed Howell; Janet Bahora; Jean Jewell
Subject: FW: Case Number: IPC-E-03-13

> __________

>From: Beth Kienitz[SMTP:BETHYK1@YAHOO.COM]
>Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:45:24 PM
>To: secretary

>Subject: Case Number: IPC-E-03-13

>Auto forwarded by a Rule

>

Beth Kienitz
314 W Cherry Ln #46
Meridian, ID 83642

April 30, 2004

Public Utilities Commissioners
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0074

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing to urge you to deny the rate increase proposed for Idaho
Power irrigation customers.

It is unfair to single out irrigation customers for significant increases,
while other customer classes receive more favorable treatment. Any rate

increases should be the same across the board, and at the lowest possible
rate.

Farmers cannot pass on increased operating costs as many other businesses
can. If irrigation rates are not kept to the absolute minimum, many who
are already suffering from prolonged low commedity prices will be forced
out of business. This will cause a tremendous negative ripple effect
throughout the rural communities of the state.

The increases proposed by Idaho Power are unrealistic. As a regulated
entity, they have been covering expenses and making a profit every year.
As a sound business practice, Idaho Power should have been planning ahead
and including upgrades to infrastructure and replacement costs for

equipment and other necessary items. I find it hard to believe that they
have not done this.

Then to pay for dues to the Arid Club, why should I pay for that?? If
they want to be a memeber there PAY YOUR OWN WAY OUT OF YOUR OWN SALARY!!
I belong to several organizations and I pay my own dues etc for that.

I strongly oppose the proposed increase in the customer charge from $2.51
to $10.00. With new innovations such as remote meter reading and
electronic billing, the customer charge should be decreasing, not
increasing.

Many of the expenses Idaho Power is asking ratepayers to cover should be
disallowed. Only items that directly relate to the generation and
delivery of electricity should be allowed in the base rate.



Please do not approve Idaho Power’s request. The PUC staff proposal is
much more realistic, although it too is unfair to irrigators. Farming is
an important part of the economy in Idaho. An increase in rates of this
size will be a significant blow to the continued viability of agriculture
in the state.

I urge you to keep power rates for irrigation as low as possible. Do not
allow irrigation rates to increase by a higher percentage than other rates.

Sincerely,

Beth Kienitz
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Jean Jewell
From: Front
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:29 PM
To: Jean Jewell
Subject: FW: Complaint acknowledgement

————— Original Message-----

From: Ed Howell

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 5:28 PM

To: Front; Beverly Barker; Ed Howell; Tonya Clark
Subject: Complaint acknowledgement

WWW Form Submission:

Friday, April 30, 2004
4:27:29 PM

Name: JUDY ERDMAN

Street Address: P.O. BOX 602

City: GOODING

State: ID

2IP: 83330

Home Telephone:

Work Telephone: 208-934-5609

E-Mail: grins@rmci.net

Home Business: Business

Business Name: L.M. DAVENPORT INC.

Business Street Address: 1737 E 1800 S

Business Phone: 208-934-5609

Complaint Company: IDAHO POWER

Local Provider:

Contacted utility: No

Complaint_description: Idaho Power's proposed agriculture rate increase on irrigation
wells will adversely affect our business by lowering our profit margins. Agriculture
best is only marginal as far as profits are concerned. Not only will our business be
affected but so will the suppliers of production inputs such as fertilizer, chemicals

equipment. We strongly oppose a disproportionate increase to agriculture compared to
owners and industry.

Transaction ID: 4301627.29

Referred by: http://www.puc.state.id.us/scripts/polyform.dll/cons
User Address: 216.190.108.131
User Hostname: 216.190.108.131

at

and
home
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Jean Jewell

From: Front

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:26 PM
To: Jean Jewell

Subject: FW: Complaint acknowledgement

————— Original Message-----

From: Ed Howell

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 5:26 PM

To: Front; Beverly Barker; Ed Howell; Tonya Clark
Subject: Complaint acknowledgement

WWW Form Submission:

Friday, April 30, 2004
4:26:02 PM

Name: RICH CURTIS

Street Address: 2193 S 1700 E

City: GOODING

State: ID

ZIP: 83330

Home Telephone:

Work Telephone: 208-934-5609

E-Mail: lmdbeans@northrim.net

Home Business: Business

Business Name: L.M. DAVENPORT INC.

Business Street Address: 1737 E 1800 S

Business Phone: 208-934-5609

Complaint Company: IDAHO POWER

Local Provider:

Contacted utility: No

Complaint_description: Idaho Power's proposed agriculture rate increase on irrigation
wells will adversely affect our business by lowering our profit margins. Agriculture at
best is only marginal as far as profits are concerned. Not only will our business be
affected but so will the suppliers of production inputs such as fertilizer, chemicals and

equipment. We strongly oppose a disproportionate increase to agriculture compared to home
owners and industry.

Transaction ID: 4301626.2

Referred by: http://www.puc.state.id.us/scripts/polyform.dll/cons
User Address: 216.190.108.131

User Hostname: 216.190.108.131
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From: Front

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:25 PM
To: Jean Jewell

Subject: FW: Complaint acknowledgement

————— Original Message-----

From: Ed Howell

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 5:22 PM

To: Front; Beverly Barker; Ed Howell; Tonya Clark
Subject: Complaint acknowledgement

WWW Form Submission:

Friday, April 30, 2004
4:22:12 PM

Name: L.M. DAVENPORT

Street Address: 1737 E 1800 S

City: GOODING

State: ID

ZIP: 83330

Home Telephone:

Work Telephone: 208-934-5609

E-Mail: lmdbeans@northrim.net

Home Business: Business

Business Name: DAVENPORT FARMS INC.

Business Street Address: 1737 E 1800 S

Business Phone: 208-934-5609

Complaint Company: IDAHO POWER

Local Provider:

Contacted utility: No

Complaint_description: Idaho Power's proposed agriculture rate increase on irrigation
wells will adversely affect our business by lowering our profit margins. Agriculture at
best is only marginal as far as profits are concerned. Not only will our business be
affected but so will the suppliers of productiocn inputs such as fertilizer, chemicals and
equipnment. We strongly oppose a disproportionate increase to agriculture compared to home
owners and industry.

Transaction ID: 4301622.12

Referred by: http://www.puc.state.id.us/scripts/polyform.dll/cons
User Address: 216.190.108.131

User Hostname: 216.190.108.131
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Jean Jewell

From: secretary

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:16 PM

To: Barb Barrows; Ed Howell; Janet Bahora; Jean Jewell
Subject: FW: Case Number: IPC-E-03-13

> __________

>From: Garth Steed[SMTP:EGSTEED@YAHOO.COM]
>Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 4:15:24 PM
>To: secretary

>Subject: Case Number: IPC-E-03-13

>Auto forwarded by a Rule

>

Garth Steed

PO Box 195

Almo, Idaho 83312

April 30, 2004

Public Utilities Commissioners
PO Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0074

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing to urge you to deny the rate increase proposed for Idaho
Power irrigation customers.

It is unfair to single out irrigation customers for significant increases,
while other customer classes receive more favorable treatment. Any rate

increases should be the same across the board, and at the lowest possible
rate.

Farmers cannot pass on increased operating fcosts as many other businesses
can. If irrigation rates are not kept to the absolute minimum, many who
are already suffering from prolonged low commodity prices will be forced
out of business. This will cause a tremendous negative ripple effect
throughout the rural communities of the state.

The increases proposed by Idaho Power are unrealistic. As a regulated
entity, they have been covering expenses and making a profit every year.
As a sound business practice, Idaho Power should have been planning ahead
and including upgrades to infrastructure and replacement costs for
equipment and other necessary items. I find it hard to believe that they
have not done this.

I strongly oppose the proposed increase in the customer charge from $2.51
to $10.00. With new innovations such as remote meter reading and
electronic billing, the customer charge should be decreasing, not
increasing.

Many of the expenses Idaho Power is asking ratepayers to cover should be
disallowed. Only items that directly relate to the generation and
delivery of electricity should be allowed in the base rate.

Please do not approve Idaho Power’s request. The PUC staff proposal is
much more realistic, although it too is unfair to irrigators. Farming is
an important part of the economy in Idaho. An increase in rates of this
size will be a significant blow to the continued viability of agriculture
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in the state.

I urge you to keep power rates for irrigation as low as possible. Do not
allow irrigation rates to increase by a higher percentage than other rates.

Sincerely,

Garth Steed
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Jean Jewell

From: Tonya Clark

Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 1:45 PM
To: Jean Jewell

Subject: FW: Rate Hike

From: Dean Moreno [mailto:libertycare@onewest.net]
Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 12:22 PM

To: Tonya Clark

Subject: Rate Hike

Dear Sirs/Madams:

| recognize that all aspects of the world are experiencing an increase in costs; however, my paycheck has not
received commensurate increases. | will soon run out of 'excess' monies with which to pay all the extra hikes
because of increased costs........ then where will these agencies get their monies? | could support the 2.5 % raise
that has bneen suggested....grudgingly. Any more than that will be considered as highway robbery....not because
| am unreasonable, but because | cannot increase my take home and must pay my bills and taxes so as to
contribute to the welfare of all. Please recognize that the alleged economy turn around has not hit the majority of
us and that when it does......there will remain many of us that do not profit from it. Also, please consider those
that are on fixed income such as the elderly, those mentally ill and disabled, and those chronically ill and please
recognize they will never really see an economy turn around...it is from this population that | derive my income,
thus my income is as static as theirs. If everyone would stop trying to make high profits and instead consider
conservation, alternative sources, and constraint, we would all be better off....it is time that this economy stop
spending as if there will always be thousands of millions of dollars available for the taking and recognize that we
all should be grateful if we have money with which to meet our bills and basic needs.....which | will not have if
there is a 14 to 20 percent raise in prices. Thank you for taking the time to read this email....| generally do not
take the time to 'complain’, but my chckbook is as stretched as it can be. Again, thank you. Sincerely, Frances J.
Wright Libertycare@onewest.net

5/3/2004
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Boise, Idaho 83720-0074

To Whom it may concern:

I am opposed to the proposed rate increase Idaho Power is requesting. Here are a couple of
reasons why I am opposed to it. My farm is located directly North of the Bruneau Sand Dunes
State Park. The park and my place are the only two places serviced by the same Idaho Power
service line that runs across CJ Strike wildlife management area for approximately % of a mile. It
is an old copper line that sags and probably does need to be replaced. Idaho Power’s solution to
the problem is to move the entire line onto Hwy. 78 for 13/4 miles at a cost of $100,000.00. The
irony is that % of the old line is going to be left to serve a residence. The reason given for moving
the line is to get if off of BLM land so rent is not paid to BLM. In actuality, the line is on Idaho
Power land managed by CJ Strike. No one from their company has gotten with me since I pointed
out this minor detail. My take of the deal is that Idaho Power has an awful lot of money to throw
around when leaving the line and poles where they are is what they have to do anyway to service
the residence.

Another example of Idaho Power’s poor judgment in spending was apparent to me in the
Spring of 2003 when an Idaho Power employee came to visit me. He was driving a vehicle
supplied by Idaho Power, a new V-10 super heavy-duty pickup. He said he had asked his boss
for something with a sunroof in it and that a small pickup would do since he had an ATV to get
over the tough places. He said he didn’t need all the super power of the V-10 and all he does
now is stop at every gas station as it uses so much gas.

These two examples, plus the idea that farmers should pay for the increased need for new
service to the residences of Ada and Canyon counties strikes me as a rip-off, 1st class. I suggest
Idaho Power look at some cheaper alternatives in all their spending. I also suggest that the new
service lines being put in be paid for by those who want to use them.

Mountain Home, Idaho 83647
208-366-7734



