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GARY D. HIMES ’
T 93 Kirk Drive WIDFEB 2L PH 2: |0

Boise, ID 83716
208/336-9443

February 22, 2010

Public Utilities Commission
472 W. Washington
Boise, ID 83702

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing you because of the ever-rising Idaho Power electrical costs. It is not so
much the cost of the power, but the manner in which they apply it. I am a rural user and have
only electrical power available. When I built my house in 1985, Idaho Power promoted “all
electric” homes and I chose not to use propane for heat. I am not alone here. Now with the new
tiered rate structure, I am being treated as an energy abuser. Over the years I have added
insulation, replaced doors and windows, added sun shades and reduced the inside temperature,
but my costs just keep on rising. If you are all electric with the tiered rates, you are screwed!

I am all for energy conservation, but not when the electrical rates are arbitrarily set to
accomplish it. Let’s face it, if you are a rural user, you pay a premium for energy conservation.
- If you are an urbanite, you have other choices.

‘ In closing, if these tiered rates must stay and there is merit in using them, then either give

rural users a “Rural Adjustment/Discount” or revise them to be “REASONABLE” — say 0-1500

kWh, 1500-3000 kWh and over 3000 kWh. That is fair and still accomplishes the goal of
' placmg cost containment limits.

‘ I have attached a copy of 2 previous bills; one prior to and one after the tier rate
additions. Also attached are newspaper articles noting the impacts on “rural” users.

Thank you in advance for your understanding and action on this matter.

Sincerely,

‘Enclosures
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I : Questions? Contact us at: .
L‘ MR PO BOX 70, Boise, 1D 83707. Customer Name: GARY HIMES
‘AN IDACORP Company (SJr ;;‘alll) l(20:3) 388-2323 (Treasure Valley). Account Number: 5419486655
e habla espafiol. T .
For faster service please call Billing Date:
Tuesday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Print Date:

www.idahopower.com

‘ 1] 2: 10
Service Agreement No: 7804002903 Next (f Eate 01j1 3/2009

Service Location: 93 KIRK DR/BOISE, ID AN
Meter Service Period Number Reading Meter Readingd) T 111 i[29M
Number From To of Days Type Previous Current
002111278014 11/12/08 ] 12/12/08 30 Regular 93693 | 96469 1 2776
Residential 11/12/2008 - 12/12/2008 30 days
Rate Schedule SEIVICE CHAITE .vvvveeeeiieeeceieieiieeiieeveieeeereceeeesssnnsnnnaseaaseeesesnrensep A naas ‘ $4.00
101 Non-Summer Energy Charge %per KWh 2 O $160.41
PCA @ $0.007864 per kWh . T e ! W\IO .............. - $21.83
Energy Efficiency Services .........oooeorviviiceineeee e S, _ $2.84
Federal Columbxa River Benef ts Supphed byBPA ... ; - $0.00
T ST T e - Current Charges - Electric Service - - T $189.08 -
: Budget Pay © - $150.00

" “CR=Credit kWh= Kilowatt-hour PCA = Power Cost Adjustment kW = Kilowatt BLC = Basic Load Capacity: G = Generation .

~ Your Electric
~ UsePattern

Dec-07 Jan-08 Feb-08 Mar-08 Apr-08° May-08 Jun-08 Jul-08 Aug-08 Sep-08 - Oci-08 Nov-08- Dec-08

Page2of 2
POE=R ?8?&‘;?%%’5’;?‘,52%‘;07_ Customer Name: GARY HIMES
An IDACORP Company Or call (208) 3?8-2323 (Treasure Valley). Account Number. 5419486655
‘ gzrt;::::ressm.please call Billing Date: 0 17/2009
www.idahopower.com  Tuesday-Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Print Date: 03/17/2009
Service Agreement No: 7804002903 Next Read Date: 04/14/2009
Service Location: 93 KIRK DR/BOISE, ID
Meter -Service Period Number Reading ~_ Meter Readings Meter KwWh
Number From To of Days Type Previous Current Constant Used
002111278014 02/11/09 | 031300 | 30 Regular 6121 | 9256 1 3135
: : , e p-1see
Residential 02/11/2009 - 03/13/2009 30 days o 2000
Rate Schedule  Service Charge .............ocm oD D'W_ 920 $4.00
101 " Non-Summer Energy e 0-800 kWh @ $0.055792 per kWh ............. $44.63
Non-Summer Energy CHarge 801-2000 kWh @ $0.061991 per kWh ........ 4 $74.39
Non-Summer Energy ¢harge Over 2000 kWh @ $0.07129 pei ........ $80.91
PCA @ $0.007864 peAkWh .....oocooveereceeeenne s Bvvesvesrernl 8 ORI __ $2465
" Energy Efficiency Sewbei..........; ..... e s $3.67
- Current Charges - Electric Service . $232.25
Budget Pay - $150 00

_CR'=Credit kWh = Kilowatt-hour PCA = Power Cost Adjustment - kW = Kilowatt BLC Basic Load Capacrty G= Generatson,

Avg Mh
Per Day

Mar-08 Apr-08 May-08 Jun-08 Jul-08 Aug-08 Sep-08 Oct-08 Nov-08 Dec-08 Jan-09 Feb-09 Mar09-



began sending representatives to rit

;- ..owners to turn off their air condition:
- ers briefly at times of high demand.

BEST OF THE STATESMAN THIS WEEK
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Youdon't have to be a millionaire to
getalift to '_back_,cpuntry skiing spots -
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"New house on Warm Springs looks -
++ like a castle and is causing a stir.
" SUNDAYIN LIFE 3

‘| Acastleorahome? | - ¢
C
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~of energy

Itused to push more
consurnption. Now it -
pays some customers

" to turn off the switch

BY KATE GALBRAITH ,
. NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
. Four decades ago, when Sid Erwin
began his career as an inspector: at.
Idaho Power Co., a string of new hy-
‘droelectric plants was pumping out
power faster than locals could buy: it.
-S6on enough, Erwin recalls; the ¢

areas, urging farmers to use. more
electricity when irrigating their Ccrops.
- These days, Idaho’s farmers are be-
ing paid to stop using power,
;Sitting at a cluttered kitchen tab in
his. Bruneau home, Erwin'— now a
farmer himself — waved a bill show:

ing that last July he received.a credit of
more than $700 from Idaho Power for

on some summer afternoons; . -
"~ “It’s a total turnabout,” says Erwin. )
““T'm'almost 70 years old and this has
been a lifelong education to me.” i
As saving energy becomes 4 raliy
ing cry for ‘utilities 'and the govern
‘ment, Idaho Povwer is in the vangtiard.
Since 2004, it has been paying farmer
like Erwin to cut power use at crucial
times, resulting: in- drop-offs ‘of as
miuch as 5.6 percent of; peakpower de-
In arelated program; it pays hom

: Other ‘efficiency initiatives by the -
utility; including’one promoting attic'’
insulation, have saved about 500,000

* megawatt-hours of power since 2002,

according to thé company — roughly
equal to the amount used’ by 5,000
gadget-filled homes over eight years.
To pay for these and other energy-
saving measures, Idaho customers —
individuals - and companies — are.
charged a 4.75 percent “energy effi-
ciency” rider on their electiic bills, one -

conservation effort

turning off his power-guzzling pl‘}'mps .

o

Farmers fike Sid Erwin o runeau,

oy

wateririg less deman

Idaho Power Cq ;
of the highest percentage charges of .
this kind in the country. :

“It’s clearly iconic in terms of a utility
that's turned the corner” says Tom Eck:
map, the manager of conservation re- -
‘sources with thé Northwest Power and

Conservation ‘Council, .4 . p

_group created by Congress.jETIﬁéy.havé ‘ _‘

gone from prétty much ground zero to
afaitly aggressive program level”. - :
The company’s efforts aie especial~’
o Orts & :

,showﬁ here earl

*"Massachusetts, not with a state whose
-electric rates are among the lowest in
the country. :

PAUL HOSEFROS / The New:York Times
ier this month, takea risk by -
tthey like the upsides rebate fy

ly striking ngen that ihe push for ener-
gy efficiency. is generally associated
with coastal states like California and”

| 'SeclDAHOPOWERAS . |
IDAHO POWER ISREDUCING ITS. |

RELIANCE ON COAL ‘A4




IDAHO POWER
CONTINUED FROM Al

But the concept has rung
true for Idaho’s farmers, an-
glers and snowbirds — out-
door types who have helped
keep the state nearly free of
coal plants. They have been
largely receptive to the utili-
ty’s argumerits. that it is
cheaper to save energy than
to build new power plants.

“Every time they would
build a plant, it would raise
our rates,” says Terry Ketter-
ling, a farmer in Mountain
Home, who grows sugar
beets, corn, wheat and alfalfa
and who, like Erwin, partici-

pates in the irrigation pay- -

ment program.

Energy experts say Idaho
Power’s efforts can be repli-
cated by other power com-
paniés across the country.

Steve Nadel, executive di-
rector of .the American
Council for:an Energy-Effi-
cient Economy, an advocacy
group, estimates that about
half of utilities now run pro-
grams that pay customers to

cut use during peak periods.

And companies like Ener-
noc, based in Boston, help
utilities by outfitting stores
and other businesses with
devices to'turn off lights or
reduce power in other ways
during a power squeeze.

But most utilities spend a
much lower proportion of
their revenue on saving en-
ergy than Idaho Power, says
Ralph Cavanagh, a senior
lawyer at the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, an
environmental group. *

LaMont Keen, the chief
executive: of Idaho: Power,

acknowledges that the com-

pany, with its large cohort of
farmers, has a different cus-
tomer base than most other
power companies. Still, he
argues that the success of his
programs shows that even

utilities with large industrial

Toads canadapt. - : .
“With the right incentives,

their behavior in ways that
are beneficial,” he says.

The utility also: has its
share of critics: Big business-
es sometimes wince at pay-
ing the efficiency charge.

And some say the utility
has dragged its feet when it
comes to reneéwable energy
—- other than that generated
by huge dams. Some detrac-
tors refer to Idaho as'the
“hole in the doughnut” on
wind power — because most

of its neighbors, like Oregon,”
‘Washington and Wyoming,

have built far more wind
farms. ° ' L

“Very little has been de-
veloped in Idaho in the past
six or seven years, whereas
all the states around us bave
blossomed,” says Kiki Tid-
well, a self-described “Re-
publican soccer mom” near
Hailey. Tidwell helped push
through a shareholders’ res-
olution to urge Idaho Power
to plan for a low-carbon fu-
ture. To the surprise of even

" Tidwell, it passed last May,

with 52 percent of thé votes.

Keen notes that hydrois a
clean resoiwrce and says
Idaho Power — a subsidiary
of the publicly listed Idacorp
that setves parts of Oregon
as well as most of Idaho — is
working to ramp up- wind
production and reduce the
carboni mtensxty of its opera-
tions. :

Faced witha fast—grovwng

populatlon, Idaho Power has .
_been unable to avoid build-

ing new power! plants alto- -
. gether; -2 new /natural gas

“plant isin the works. :

But executives.are press-

ing- ahead with efficiency:

measures. The utility is ask-
ing regulators to make per-
manent "a pilot program
started in 2007 that allows
Idaho Power to raise rates to

: make up for se]hng less pow-

But the aggressive pursuit
of efficiency has prompted
concerns in some quarters.

Ray Stark, isenior vice
president of the Boise Metro
Chamber of Commerce, says
that not lohg ago a few com-

panies, including a chemical -
- producer, that had been con-

sidering: operations in the

-state were told. by :Idaho
Power that there was insuffi- -

cient capacity to accommo—
date their power fieeds. -

“That concerns us a great !

deal because we want to be

competltlve fOl‘ econon_nc !

development projects,” said

Stark, adding that he sup-"

ports the efficiency push.
¢ Ric Gale,'Idaho Power’s
vice president for regulatory

. aﬁ'axrs, said . ‘that’ capacity
people can and will modify

constraints were unrelated .

new customer..

1o the drive to save energy
and that utilities can’t always.; 3
quickly accommodate a big

The- risihg : efficiency

charges have also raised cor-
porate eyebrows.
Don Sturtevant, the ener-

gy manager for the JR. Sim- *
plot’ Co., said he cringed.
‘when. Idaho . Power: raised
" thé’charge. last Juné to-475

peicent. from-2.5- percent,

charge again, Sturtevant said,

“it’s going to be a challenge.”

.though he said the company -
‘benefited from the program.
If the utility raises the

more conservation measures.

- PAUL HOSEFROS / The New York Tir

Ric Gale of \daho Power in Boise said earlier this month that alf’_
ter an energy crisis, “everything turned a 1 full 18 nstead‘of i
urging customers to usemore electrlcﬁy, the uti




By Joan Pelley

moblle home. .

was $103V Turck fumed;

The World War 11 Veteran‘

. said he actually only heat
* two-thirds of his ‘home. ‘He:
_uses electnc1ty for.baseboard .

-heat, has a small kitchen; .

television, computer and;
l1ghtmg People like Turek
with all-electric homes were:
particularly hard hit by De-
. cember power bills.

Helen Bevmgton lives-in a
1,600 square-foot home. She
calculated her power costs
per day.

. “In December 2008 I paid
$6.50 a day Last menth, it

IDAHO CITY - Idaho Clty
remdent John Turck was

s in aroughly 250- square—foot ;

"'~ "about. haif of the- 09: rate

“iwent down an average of 1
“percent from ithe" prevmu

December Power Bil
et Sy ke very op:

: reductmn in the PCA this :
< year. EveryaJune people-

rate was‘,78 cents per

In’ 2006 the PCA surcharg

year Fadness said. -

: programs Through Idaho
Power S energy effi

- Lobb. said that the com’"

pdny’s’ power-cost: projec

-tions have ‘been’ espec1ally "
d1ff1cult durmg nearly |10

years.of drought' conditions
and Idaho Power’s reliance
on spring snow pack for its
hydroelectnc production..
Snowpack measurements

-are taken; in Iate‘ March ;

through miid-April.
Lobb and Fadness agree

_ sion” and representatwes of

varlous user groups “The

- moratorivum Was. antiow ced o
- Jan. 4.

That’s cold comfort to Bev-

. ington. “They are not taking:
Aa‘hard. enough look at the

recessmn

“In May 2009 the states
unemplo

dows, a forcedJ a1r ‘Farnace
and water heater installed in
September, Bevington sa1d
She had expected the Son-

" servation measiires to make -

areal difference in her power
“bills, even with colder-than-
normal temperatures.
Randy Lobb, director of the .
utilities division of the Idaho
Public Utilities Commissiot,

said three-things converged

to cause such high bills.
“We had the coldest tem-
peraturesin ‘a decade in .

early December. The PCA is !

the highest it’s ever been.
And there are tiered rates.”..
Temperatures: For the':

Boise area, a 17-day cold -

: summer (June, July and Au- -

FE. ’holders, IDACORP stated :
“We have 1mproved eur fir

spell that began Nov. 128
included consecutive daily *
lows of 28; 25, 27, 24, 21,
418, 18;18,20,0,:6,-4,0, 1,
16, 20,.19, according to the
National Weather Service.

A-cold spell is defined as | -

an unbroken' series of daily

minimuin temperatures that

:are lower than normal tem-
peratures with at least one
temperature below O F.
PCA: “Power cost;adjust-.:
ment.” This is a charge that
customers pay when theé-

company’s cost of producing -

power is higher than what
‘was projected. The current
PCA rate is about 1.4 cents
per kﬂowatt hour. The cur-
rent PCA rate will remain in

effect until June of this year, .

when a new PCA takes éfféct.
Projections and actual costs
are “trued up” between April
and June of each year, said
"Lobb: .

PUC spokesman Gfme Fad—

' kWh- 6.3 cents per kWh.

this year: '
Tiered rates: In February

-2009;, Idaho Power initiated *

tiered rates fortesidential
customers. They are de-
signed to encourage conser-
vation. Lobb said that recent:
low temperatures caused ,

: people . to really notice the :
rate structure. In rion- sum— :
mer. months

*Lowest tier, the ﬁrst 800

kilowatt hours used;: cost .
- about 5.7 cents per kWh

- *Middle tier- 801 to 2 OOO

*’I‘op tier - more than 2, 000

S kWh.- nearly 7 3 cents per

kWh..
During peak demand in

gust), rates are higher.’ !
Bevmgton objects to rates
- in'the top tier. “Anythlng

: over 2,000 - as far as I'm
i concerned it's.a fine.” . |

Fadness said the PUé is

conducting a study of the |
| area covers aboiit 24,000 -
EES - Energy Efficiency
Services: Also.included in ;

: monthly bills are d1rect costs
of Idaho Powers conserva-
tion programs. Lobb said the
charges reflect “lost revenues *

impacts of tiered rates. i

from conservation.”
~ “We have conclusive evi-

* dence that reducing demand !
benefits custoiners in the"

- long run becausé it keeps
the company from having to |
buy more expenswe? ower, i

Fadness said.

In its 2008 annual report
IDACORP (Idaho’ Power’s
parent. company) istated, -

* “Idaho Power currently; of-
fers. 15 eriergy efficiency .

for a capacity of al

By December, the rate grew
‘to 9:1 percent, accord.mg to .
'prehmmary statrstlcs from L
the BLS. . -

- Last yedr, when Idaho )
Power initiated the ] process Qf
applying for a rate iticrease,

.it could have resulted-in ari

inerease of 10 to 20 percent,
stated a PUC news release:
Those’ numbers probably
aren’t off the table they just
won’t be takenup until some- .

timein201] ds the cotipany
‘and PUC prepate for the end .

of the moratorium on J an. i,

x,-2012 ‘Historically, the PUC ™~ -+
s authorizes a substantla]ly

smaller ihcrease than what § is
requested by the company
In‘the 2008 report to: stock:

nancial- performance and

; expenenced one of the stron—
l gest’ third quarter' it

 pany hlstory
‘The. Idaho Power | ervice. .

{square m:les in Southwest

IDACORP hsted
electnc prOJects that

niillion: kW:and .0
or part owmneérshi
fossil-fueled plants
of producmgabou

fired facility being built in
Payette. County is expected
to come on lifie in 2012, The"
“Langley Gulch” ‘plant- will
contmued oiepage’#’

A new 330—megawatt ass



{_ﬂcontmued ﬁom pagel »
'f;supply Eower to the Hoku

- transmlssmn prOJec
- 'lalso in the: Works .
o be hnked w1t ufility -

“tion pfograms; call the Idaho- -

at 334- 0300, Web‘s1te pu’ 5
d'aho gov To make b111— :

 Idaho Power af 3883323,
1daho‘ower com Customers: [ E

- Materials ‘manufacturer in
- Pocatello.- Slgmﬁcant new'-’; on the PU




