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ELLIOT WERK

IDAHO STATE SENATE

Attached is a comment regarding Idaho Power’s pending rate case that also should qualify as a general
comment or request for the PUC to evaluate the current rate structure.

Mr. Lukesh is a constituent of mine and is upset that his electric rates are not discounted based on his home
being heated solely with electricity. Progressive rates mean that he is penalized for the type of home heating
system he uses. He feels that this is unfair and that the PUC and Idaho Power should evaluate the current rate

structure.

Thank you for carefully considering Mr. Lukesh’s request. If you have questions please contact Mr. Lukesh at
344-3105 or via email at rblukesh33@g.com . You can also contact me at this email address.

Elliot Werk

6810 Randolph Drive
Boise, ID 83709
658-0388

Click Here to View My Web Site
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To: PUC, Public Utilities Commission
Subject: Idaho Power Progressive Billing System

I am asking the PUC to have some compassion for people who heat their homes with electricity.
In the eighties and nineties Idaho Power encouraged people to heat their homes with electricity
with incentives, then they abandoned the practice.

People who heat their homes today pay a penalty to idaho Power and we are asking the PUC to
correct this progressive billing system. When you go to Albertsons to buy milk, four separate
quarts of milk will cost more than one gallon. That is the American way; Idaho Power billing
practice is un-American.

I have included an Idaho Statesman article about Idaho Power and two of my ldaho Power
statements on two separate dates 1/20/2010 and1/19/2011 which shows the progressive
billing system and also increases in cost from year to year.

I am asking the PUC again to ask Idaho Power to abandon the practice of the progressive billing
system for people who heat their homes with electricity. | have asked Elliot Werk, Senator
District 17 to include a cover letter supporting my request.

Thank Ybu,

Ronald L. Lukesh
5861 Anna

Boise, ID 83709
208-344-3105
rblukesh33@q.com

Encls.



ldaho Power rate hikes for

- customers whouse alot of
 electricity were exacerbated
by low water and cold weather.

BY ROCKY BARKER
rharken@idabostatesrancom
& 2010 Idaho Statesiman

Kargn: Thompson - of - Weiser
knew she used a Bttle extra eloc-
- tricity in December because of the

Christmas lights, "
©_-‘Buvwhen she and her husband
got theiridaho Power bill injanu-
ary they were shocked. Towas $429,

Thorapson said.

< Thompson was not alone Kiaho
Power rates for the average cus-
tomer rose mnore than 13 percent
over December 2008 thanks to a

‘Series of rate hikes in 2009 At the

same time, low stream fows 1e-
duced Idaho Powershydrotlectric
power production -~ prompting a
cost adjustmient that represented
67 percent of the increasealone,
Topping itoff, 4 cold snapin De-
cember-shot the average menthly -
use up from 1050 kilowatt hows to
1351 kwh.. And for people like

- word, youwill

numberfmmwefe%b& L
@nwm&wawegﬁammm

‘aﬁhebcaﬁ:am rzght

The increase was “the most it
has- ever gone up-in our lves”

- CONTINUED FROM A1

the hit was even hnider because of aview
Hered pate structute ‘that churges the

" biggest users move forpower,
“1 find it alarming that you have gl
lowed Idaho Power to raise theit rates
S0 hxgh in the existingeconomy consid-

_ering the high cost of living and jobless

people and the prospect of avery stow
economical recovery,” Thompson said
inacomplaint filed with the {daho Pub-
lic Utilities Commission, which regu-
lntesatility rates,

The PUC haszeceived. dozens of
complaints from Idaho Power cus-
tomers = especially frompeople who

used wore than 2,000 Klowatt hours

per month and were forced fo pay the
highestrate in 4 system designed toen-
courage people to use less power. The
compission hasaskedits staff to putto-
gether a report on the tiered Fate sys-
tem to see il it'needs to-be modified,
said PUC spokesiman GeneFadness,
“Tget what they're uymg, todoand
think it's 4 good idea,” said Bethany

Hazse, who Saw her bill rise to $314, “ft &
e beea mce if I}cfamhaud’,,; ’
it their bill

would ha
they had put someth !
telling about it estzmanﬁg Wm
theirhil wouldbe”

 Idaho Power did send letters o pee~

And the utility included an anhounice-
ment about the tiered rates in all cus-

tomers' bills, said Stephanie McCurdy, -

mldahs}%merspakemmm e
‘When her high bill came, Haase was

alreadyin themiddle of installingahigh-

eﬁmlencyheanngsyswmmhex home —

spending $6100's0 shie coudd take advans

tage of a8L500 federal tax credic,

“Tean't saywe'll be inthe clear yet!
shie sald, “Well be waiching”

idabo Power has been encouraging
ity customiers to become more LNergy-
efficient because its costs for pmdtzc ing
electricityare dr *’mzatiuaiiy incressing,
It has maxed out its hydroelectric pow-
er potential: and. becavse of internias
tional coneetns sbout greenhouse gas-
25, the company. can't expand its coal
power plants in Nevada and Wyoming
Im Oregont plant is actually cimm
leaving natural gas and altemauve
sources like wind the other options.

Buttheo heapesz option is promoting
eﬁ'ic;ency, which is why the PUC and
the utility put ! the tiered rates into ef-

mer toheat and cool their homes.
Some simply can't et their use

down below the 2,000 kwh level, at
- which point the h;ghest rate kicksin. -
ple who used 3,500 kwh last January.

“Jeff Mujors, a Boise chiropractorand
businessmian, s4id he has reduced his
use by 15 pereent over the past three

years. But he has a bighouse and three
daughters who depend ot everything
from hotbaths to hair dryers, He'sbeen

paying $450ra month this wintef andin

the summer his bill ballooned to more

“Power’s

the winter and the sum-

Thompson who heat with electricity, THereyoucan fmkatyeurmak&y;da&y
aﬂdwhawtyemmm e
Sec iDAHO POWER, A4
than $700;
WW “The system is unfair to mstamerfi o
like myseli)” Majors said:
idahm’abﬁ: wmsﬁammm IdalicPowerand the PUC encm"xrage- .
- Consumer Assistance Division: people who areunhappy with theirbilis
334-03000r 1-800-432-0369 to contact them. Bor people who can’t
immmms@gmm - afford their bills; there are p to
":w%&aﬁﬁm%ﬂ&%&«é‘m . helpthem, said Teresa brak&, Idaho

s magager - for customer rela-
tions and energy efficiency. :

The utility also can help steer people
to programs to help make their homes
more energy»e{ﬁcxent < like a weath-
erizaiion program currently available
under the federal stimulus package.

The PUC staff'is compiling the ener-
gy load characteristics for each.of the
hores of people who call, Fadness said.

“For custorners withyespecially large
loads; we plan on working with the
company to go into cach of those =
homes and show them changes they
can make to reduce their consump-
tion.” Fadnesssaid. :

Idaho Power already offers a varxety
of programs to help people reduce their

bills:"The air tonditionét Cool Credit

Program payscustomers toallow Idshe
Power to turn off their ait conditioners

Cidls axpectvthe power mst aﬁmstmmt

‘to drop dramatically this spring — re-

duicing all bills because siver Sows last

year helped the company make power.
“more cheaply

Thoripson has added muiatmn w0
her homeand is especially careful now -

about her energy use, she said. Her last .~
"bt}i dropped fo 5341 '

“Well, 1 guess that it will teach us.
fﬁmmex}e{rg}rmd}emnmmé
Roci@fBarkerWM
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Questians? Contact us &t Customer Name: RONALD L LUKESH
S? gﬁé{;@; ?‘gﬁf’é},’%ﬁfﬁ;@m Valley). Account Number: 1963276119
. emss cal Billing Date’ 01/20/2010
www.idahopower.com Tuesday - Friday, 730 am. 10 830 pam. Print Date: 01120/2010
Service Agreement No: 0217131018 Next Read Date: 02/12/2010
Service Location: 5861 ANNA ST/BOISE, ID
Meter Service Period Number Reading Meter Readings Meter KWh
Number From To of Days Type Previous Cumrent Conslant Used
B02ATH307135 12/15109 } 01418110 31 Reguiar 11853 14850 1 2997
Bifling kW BLC
19 0
Residential 12/15/2008 - 01/15/2010 31 days
Rate Schedule SevICE ChAIJE ..oioiiiiiiii i ea st ca e e s re e s raere e $4.00
101 Non-Summer Energy Charge 0-800 kWh @ $0.056953 per kWh ............. $45.56
Non-Summes Energy Charge 801-2000 kWh @ $0.063282 perkWh ... $75.94
Non-Summer Energy Charge Over 2000 kWh @ $0.072774 per kWh ...... $72.56
PCA @ $0.014022 PBr KWH .1vvveeiiiiiece et ovetvam e eeran e e e eean $42.02
Franchise FEE 195 ooeeiiiiie vt ecec et ee e ne s $2.40
Energy EffiCiency SBIvICES ..o e $11.00
AIC COOLCTBAR oveviiieeeiieiiieie e, $0.00
Current Charges - Electric Service $253.48

CR = Credit KWh = Kilowatt-hour PCA = Power Cost Adjustment kW = Kilowalt BLC = Basic Load Capacity © = Generation

Your Electric
Use Pattern

Aug kWh

Par Day

Jan08  Feb-08 Mar08 Apr-00 Mey-08 Jun08  Ju08  Aug 05 Sepd9 Oct08 NowlS Dec08  dan-il
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?Seég’;‘ié?gﬁ‘ﬁg‘;?g;w. Customer Name:  RONALD L LUKESH
Or call {208) 386-2323 (Treasure Valley), Account Number: 1963276119
P e b ease call Biling Date: 01/18/2011
www.idahopower.com Tussday - Friday, 7:30 am. 10 6:30 p.m. Print Date: 01192011
Service Agreement No: 0217131018 Next Read Date: 02/11/2011
Service Location: 5861 ANNA ST/BOISE, ID
Meter Service Period Number Reading Meter Readings Meter kWh
Nurmber From To of Days Type Previous Current Constant Used
502A75307135 1215010 | 011ar 30 Reguiar 30881 . 34100 1 3219
Biling kW | BLC
17 0
Residential 12/15/2010 - 01/14/2011 30 days
Rate Schedule Service Charge ......cc..cooeveiiiis oo $4.00
01 Non-8ummer Energy Charge 0-800 kWh @ $0.065262 per kWh ........... 352.21
Non-Summer Energy Charge 801-2000 kWh @ $0.072514 perkWh ... $87.02
Non-Summer Energy Charge Qver 2000 kWh @ $0.083388 per kWh .. $101.85
PCA@ $0.003114 per KWh ... §10.02
Franchise Fee 1% ....cooorioeiei oo $2.55
Energy Efficiency Services ........oooooovoieoo et eer s ie v $15.85
AJC GO0l Creit v iciiearacrie oo e oo $0.00
Current Charges - Electric Service $273.00

GR= Credit KWh= Kilowatt-hour PCA = Power Cost Adjusiment KW = Kilowal! BLC = Basic Load Capacity G = Generstion

Your Electric 107.3
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