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COMES  NOW  the Staff of the Idaho Public Utilities Commission, by and through its Attorney of record, Weldon Stutzman, Deputy Attorney General, and submits the following comments for the Commissions consideration in Case No. ELI-T-98-1.

BACKGROUND
On April 23, 1998, Electric Lightwave, Inc. (ELI) filed an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) in compliance with Commission Rules of Procedures, IDAPA 31.01.01.111 and Procedural Order No. 26665.  ELI is currently authorized to provide telecommunications service pursuant to Title 62 of the Idaho Code and is seeking authorization to provide local exchange service pursuant to Title 61 to Idaho residences

and businesses within the U S WEST (North and South) and GTE service areas, more specifically, within the counties of Ada, Canyon, Boise and Elmore.  These services will be offered through a full range of facilities-based and resold intrastate telecommunication services. In November 1997, ELI procured an interconnection agreement with U S WEST, which this Commission in Order No. 27305 approved.

DISCUSSION
Staff has reviewed the application submitted by ELI.  Staff was very impressed with ELIs clear understanding of the Commissions requirements as demonstrated in its filing.  Staff believes that ELIs filing meets the requirements of the Commissions Procedural Order No. 26665, which sets out necessary information to be included with an application for a certificate submitted by a new local exchange provider in Idaho.  ELI has agreed to comply with the Commissions rules and procedures.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
ELI has complied with all filing requirements for issuing a certificate.  Staff recommends approval of ELIs Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity.

Respectfully submitted this               day of June 1998.

Weldon Stutzman

Deputy Attorney General

Technical Staff:  Carolee Hall
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