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On May 22, 1996, GTE Northwest Incorporated filed Tariff Advice No. 96-09 to provide rates, terms and conditions for implementation of intraLATA equal access for its northern Idaho service area.  GTE proposed an effective date of June 24, 1996, and the Commission issued Order No. 26459 suspending the proposed effective date.  On June 11, 1996, the Commission issued a Notice of Modified Procedure providing for a 45-day comment period, but also asking that any interested party requesting a hearing do so within 21 days.  On July 2, 1996, AT&T Communications filed a request for hearing.  AT&T requests that a hearing be conducted to determine (1) whether GTE’s business office practices are competitively neutral, (2) whether GTE’s rates and charges result in excessive cost recovery, (3) the details for the methods of conversion and technical conversion capability, and (4) whether presubscription for payphones is included in the intraLATA dialing parity conversion schedule.
The issues identified by AT&T for a hearing approach the scope of a full rate case.  Staff last conducted an audit of GTE based on calendar year 1994.  Staff recommends that if the Commission determines to hold a hearing regarding the tariff advice, the issues be limited to those closely identified to the tariff.  

Commission Decision
Should a hearing be scheduled to consider GTE’s Tariff Advice No.  96-09?
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