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JOINT APPLICATION OF GTE MACRO COMMUNICATIONS AND GTE NORTHWEST FOR APPROVAL OF INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT

On September 22, 1997, GTE Macro Communications Corporation (Mobilenet) and GTE Northwest, Inc.  (GTE) filed a Joint Application for approval of an interconnection agreement reached through voluntary negotiation.  The agreement is submitted for approval pursuant to Section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  On October 17, 1997, the Commission issued a Notice of Joint Petition and a Notice of Modified Procedure.  Only the Commission Staff filed comments during the comment period.

In its comments, Staff noted that Mobilenet is a GTE affiliated corporation.  The rates provided to Mobilenet in this wireless agreement are less than GTE has made available to other wireless providers.  When questioned by Staff, GTE indicated the lower rates in this interconnection agreement would be made available to other wireless carriers, and that interconnection agreements already approved could be modified to provide for the lower rates.  

Staff recommends approval of the agreement, conditioned on GTE making the same rates available to AT&T Wireless Services and Nextel Communications, two companies that have previously approved wireless interconnection agreements with GTE.  

Commission Decision

Should the wireless interconnection agreement between GTE and Mobilenet be approved?  Should the Commission condition approval on GTE making the lower rates in this agreement available to AT&T Wireless Services and Nextel Communications?
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